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02.     WHY YOU SHOULD CARE

BATS ARE BENEFICIAL 
Bats may be the most highly 
EHQHƓFLDO��\HW�PLVXQGHUVWRRG�DQG�
PDOLJQHG�JURXS�RI�PDPPDOV�RQ�
WKH�SODQHW��%DWV�DUH�QRW�RQO\�YLWDO�
WR�QDWXUDO�HFRV\VWHPV��WKH\�DUH�
YDOXDEOH�WR�RXU�HFRQRP\��5HVHDUFK�
KDV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�0H[LFDQ�IUHH�
WDLOHG�EDWV�LQ�VRXWK�FHQWUDO�7H[DV�
VDYH�IDUPHUV�XS�WR������PLOOLRQ�
SHU�\HDU�GXH�WR�WKHLU�FRQVXPSWLRQ�
RI�GHVWUXFWLYH�DJULFXOWXUDO�SHVWV��
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�HFRQRPLF�
EHQHƓWV�SURYLGHG�E\�EDWV��WKHUH�LV�
LQFUHDVLQJ�VFLHQWLƓF�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�
WKH�KHDOWK�RI�EDW�SRSXODWLRQV�PD\�
FRUUHODWH�ZLWK�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�WKH�
QDWXUDO�HFRV\VWHPV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�
OLYH��

WHY THEY’RE DECLINING
%DW�SRSXODWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�
GHFOLQLQJ�ZRUOGZLGH�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�
KDELWDW�ORVV�EXW�DOVR�EHFDXVH�RI�
KXPDQ�SHUVHFXWLRQ��ODUJHO\�D�UHVXOW�
RI�LJQRUDQFH�DQG�PLVLQIRUPDWLRQ��

  $�PRUH�UHFHQW�WKUHDW�WR�EDWV�
LV�:KLWH�QRVH�6\QGURPH��D�IXQJDO�
GLVHDVH�ZKLFK�KDV�NLOOHG�PRUH�WKDQ�
��PLOOLRQ�EDWV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
DQG�&DQDGD��VLQFH�LWV�GLVFRYHU\�LQ�
������/HDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKUHDWV�WR�
bats KHUH�

Bats are critical 
pollinators, pest 
controllers, and 

VHHG�GLVWULEXWRUV�b�
Their presence 

and activities 
EHQHȴW�PDQ\�

aspects of 
KXPDQLW\ȇV�

existence

Bats, like this Yuma myotis, (Myotis 
yumanensis) help farmers keep pests 
from destroying annual crop yields.
Photo: MerlinTuttle.com

A little brown myotis (Myotis 
lucifugus) shows signs of White-nose 
Syndrome on its chin, ear, and 
forearm. Photo: Michael Schirmacher/ 
Bat Conservation International

WHERE BATS AND HUMANS 
CROSS PATHS
0DQ\�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�EDW�VSHFLHV�
FDQ�EH�IRXQG�URRVWLQJ�LQ�KXPDQ�
PDGH�VWUXFWXUHV��DQG�PRVW�IHHG�
H[FOXVLYHO\�RQ�LQVHFWV��PDNLQJ�WKHP�
H[WUHPHO\�EHQHƓFLDO�IRU�WKH�QDWXUDO�
SHVW�FRQWURO�WKH\�SURYLGH��

  :KLOH�EDWV�URRVWLQJ�LQ�EXLOGLQJV�
XVXDOO\�FDXVH�OLWWOH�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ�
LQFRQYHQLHQFH�WR�SHRSOH��EDWV�
DUH�DW�ULVN�RI�LQMXU\�RU�PRUWDOLW\�
DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�VWUXFWXUDO�FKDQJHV�
WKDW�EORFN�RU�FORVH�RII�H[WHULRU�
SHQHWUDWLRQV��6XFK�FKDQJHV�FDQ�
LQDGYHUWHQWO\�FDXVH�EDWV�WR�EHFRPH�
HQWUDSSHG�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�URRVW�RU�
FDXVH�WKH�URRVW�WR�RYHUKHDW��7KLV�
FUHDWHV�SUREOHPV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�
FRVWO\�IRU�ERWK�EDWV�DQG�SHRSOH��
EXW�SUHYHQWLRQ�LV�HDV\��)ROORZ�WKH�
JXLGHOLQHV�LQ�WKLV�EURFKXUH��DORQJ�
ZLWK�H[SDQGHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�online.

!

!

http://www.batcon.org/why-bats/bats-are/bats-are-threatened
http://www.batcon.org/index.php/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-in-buildings


03.     ROOSTING

WHY DO SOME BATS ROOST IN 
BUILDINGS?
%XLOGLQJV�JLYH�EDWV�ZKDW�DOO�
PDPPDOV�QHHG��SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�
SUHGDWRUV��VWDEOH�WHPSHUDWXUHV�
DQG�VDIH�VKHOWHU�LQ�ZKLFK�WR�UHVW�
DQG�UDLVH�WKHLU�\RXQJ��%DWV�KDYH�
VSHFLHV�VSHFLƓF�URRVW�QHHGV�DQG�
SUHIHUHQFHV�WKDW�YDU\�E\�VHDVRQ��
UHJLRQ��FOLPDWH�DQG�DFWLYLW\��6RPH�
EDW�VSHFLHV�XVH�PDQ�PDGH�
VWUXFWXUHV�OLNH�EXLOGLQJV��EULGJHV�
DQG�RWKHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQV��WR�
FRPSOHPHQW�WKHLU�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�
QDWXUDO�URRVWV��ZKHUHDV�RWKHUV�DUH�
IRUFHG�WR�XVH�EXLOGLQJV�DOPRVW�
H[FOXVLYHO\�DV�DOWHUQDWLYH�URRVWV�

Mother big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus) and pups 
roosting in an attic. Photo: Donna Hensley

Mexican free-tailed bats (Tadarida brasiliensis) 
commonly roost in buildings in the southern half 
of the U.S. Photo: MerlinTuttle.com

ZKHQ�QDWXUDO�URRVWV�VXFK�DV�FDYHV�
DQG�KROORZ�WUHHV�DUH�LQ�GHFOLQH�RU�
QR�ORQJHU�DYDLODEOH��,Q�WKH�8�6��DQG�
&DQDGD��WZR�WKLUGV�RI�WKH����EDW�
VSHFLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�GRFXPHQWHG�LQ�
VWUXFWXUHV��

HOW DOES ROOSTING IN 
BUILDINGS MAKE BATS 
VULNERABLE?
%DW�SRSXODWLRQV�DUH�OLPLWHG�E\�WKH�
DYDLODELOLW\�RI�VXLWDEOH�URRVWLQJ�
KDELWDW��7KH�DGDSWDWLRQ�WR�URRVWLQJ�
LQ�PDQ�PDGH�VWUXFWXUHV�LV�D�VXUYLYDO�
VWUDWHJ\�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�LQLWLDOO\�
DOORZHG�VHYHUDO�EDW�VSHFLHV�WR�
H[SDQG�WKHLU�UDQJH��EXW�WKDW�

VWUDWHJ\�KDV�EDFNƓUHG��&RORQLHV�LQ�
EXLOGLQJV�FDQ�EH�FRQVSLFXRXV��)HDU��
JXDQR�DFFXPXODWLRQ��VWDLQLQJ��RGRU�
DQG�QRLVH�DUH�WKH�SULPDU\�UHDVRQV�
EDWV�LQ�EXLOGLQJV�DUH�XQZHOFRPH��
)XUWKHU��SKRELDV��P\WKV�DQG�
H[DJJHUDWHG�UHSRUWV�RI�GLVHDVH�
DUH�RIWHQ�SHUSHWXDWHG�E\�WKH�
PHGLD�DQG�E\�VRPH�XQLQIRUPHG�
SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZKR�SRUWUD\�EDWV�
DV�GDQJHURXV�SHVWV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�
LPPHGLDWH�UHPRYDO��7KHVH�LVVXHV��
FRPSRXQGHG�E\�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�
RI�PLVOHDGLQJ�DQG�FRQŴLFWLQJ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��OHDYH�PRVW�FRORQLHV�LQ�
VWUXFWXUHV�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�GHVWUXFWLRQ�
DQG�URRVW�ORVV��

why?&
H O W



Staining, musky odors, and audible roost 
chatter are all clues that suggest bats might be 
occupying a structural void. Photo: Brian Keeley

Pallid bats (Antrozous pallidus) are usually 
found in rocky, mountainous areas. When their 
habitats are disturbed, they may seek shelter in 
exterior structures. Photo: Bruce D. Taubert  

RECOGNIZE THE SIGNS OF 
ROOSTING BATS
,W�LV�XVXDOO\�QRW�QHFHVVDU\�WR�HQWHU 
DQ�DWWLF��EDVHPHQW�RU�RWKHU�DUHDV�WR�
ORRN�IRU�EDWV�URRVWLQJ�LQ�VWUXFWXUDO�
YRLGV��WKH�VSDFHV�EHWZHHQ�H[WHULRU�
DQG�LQWHULRU�HQYHORSHV�RI�D�EXLOGLQJ���
(YLGHQFH�FDQ�LQFOXGH�VHHLQJ�WKHP�
HQWHULQJ�RU�H[LWLQJ�D�URRVW��VWDLQLQJ�
DQG�JXDQR�DFFXPXODWLRQV�QHDU�
DFWLYH�URRVW�HQWULHV��DXGLEOH�URRVW�
FKDWWHU��KLJK�SLWFKHG�FKLUSLQJ���D�
GLVWLQFW�PXVN\�RGRU��RU�UHSHDWHGO\�
ƓQGLQJ�EDWV�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�RU�
URRVWLQJ�RQ�DQ�H[WHULRU�ZDOO��

  7KH�VL]H�DQG�VKDSH�RI�EDW�
JXDQR�GLIIHUV�DPRQJ�EDW�VSHFLHV��
EXW�DOO�LQVHFW�HDWLQJ�EDW�GURSSLQJV�
FRQWDLQ�VKLQ\�LQVHFW�SDUWV�DQG�
KDYH�D�GU\��FUXPEO\�WH[WXUH��%DW�
JXDQR�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�EH�FRQIXVHG�
ZLWK�JHFNR��OL]DUG��IURJ�RU�URGHQW�
GURSSLQJV��EXW�LWōV�HDV\�WR�WHOO�WKH�
GLIIHUHQFH��,I�WKH�SHOOHWV�DUH�KDUG�RU�
FRQWDLQ�DQ\�ZKLWH�PDWHULDO��LW�LV�127�
EDW�JXDQR��/HDUQ�PRUH�RQOLQH� 

!

Bat guano crumbles easily. Photo: 
Dianne Odegard

04.     

http://www.batcon.org/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-in-buildings/signs-of-roosting


DISPELLING THE MYTH: DO BATS CARRY RABIES?

%DWV�GR�QRW�ŏFDUU\Ő�UDELHV��7KH
YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�EDWV�GR�QRW
EHFRPH�UDELG�DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�
HYLGHQFH�RI�HSLGHPLF�RXWEUHDNV�
RI�EDW�UDELHV��:KHQ�EDWV�
EHFRPH�LQIHFWHG�ZLWK�UDELHV��
WKH\�GLH�IURP�WKH�GLVHDVH�

5DELHV�FDQ�EH�VSUHDG�LI�WKH�YLUXV�
�IRXQG�LQ�VDOLYD�DQG�&16�WLVVXH�
RI�LQIHFWHG�PDPPDOV��HQWHUV�WKH�
QHUYRXV�V\VWHP��XVXDOO\�WKURXJK�
D�ELWH�IURP�D�UDELG�DQLPDO��,W�LV�
127�VSUHDG�WKURXJK�FRQWDFW�
ZLWK�EORRG��XULQH�RU�GURSSLQJV�

7KH�SRWHQWLDO�KHDOWK�ULVN�WR�
KXPDQV�IURP�EDWV�LV�ORZ��DQG�
HDVLO\�SUHYHQWDEOH�WKURXJK�
SXEOLF�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�D�IHZ�
VLPSOH�SUHFDXWLRQV��/HDUQ�PRUH�
DERXW�EDWV�DQG�KXPDQ�FRQWDFW�
RQOLQH��

05.     BATS IN THE INTERIOR

WHO LET THE BAT IN? 
%DWV�IRXQG�LQVLGH�OLYLQJ�RU�
ZRUNLQJ�VSDFHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�WKHUH�
E\�DFFLGHQW�DQG�D�VLQJOH�EDW�
Ŵ\LQJ�LQVLGH�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�
LQGLFDWH�WKDW�D�FRORQ\�LV�LQ�
UHVLGHQFH��2FFDVLRQDOO\��D�EDW�
PD\�Ŵ\�WKURXJK�DQ�RSHQ�GRRU�
RU�ZLQGRZ��RU�EH�FDUULHG�LQ�E\�D�
SHW��7KHVH�DFFLGHQWDO�YLVLWRUV�FDQ�
EH�SUHYHQWHG�E\�NHHSLQJ�GRRUV�

DQG�ZLQGRZV�VFUHHQHG��FKLPQH\V�
FDSSHG��DQG�H[WHULRU�HQWU\��
EDVHPHQW�RU�DWWLF�GRRUV�FORVHG�DQG�
LQ�JRRG�UHSDLU��

%DWV�WKDW�OLYH�LQ�EXLOGLQJV�XVXDOO\�
URRVW�LQ�VWUXFWXUDO�YRLGV��WKH�VSDFHV�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�H[WHULRU�DQG�LQWHULRU�
HQYHORSHV�RI�D�EXLOGLQJ���%DWV�
HQWHU�YRLGV�WKURXJK�SHQHWUDWLRQV�
�RSHQLQJV��RQ�WKH�H[WHULRU�RI�
EXLOGLQJV���$�FRORQ\�PD\�UHPDLQ�
XQQRWLFHG�XQOHVV�VRPHRQH�VHHV��
KHDUV�RU�VPHOOV�WKHP��:KHQ�D�
UHVLGHQW�FRORQ\�LV�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�
VWUXFWXUH��ORVW�EDWV�PD\�ƓQG�WKHLU�
ZD\�LQWR�WKH�OLYLQJ�DUHD�RQFH�RU�
WZLFH�D�\HDU��7KHVH�HYHQWV�DUH�
XVXDOO\�UDUH��EXW�PD\�RFFXU�GXULQJ�
WKH�VXPPHU�PDWHUQLW\�VHDVRQ��ORVW�
MXYHQLOHV���RU�ZKHQ�D�EDW�DZDNHQV�
EULHŴ\�IURP�ZLQWHU�KLEHUQDWLRQ��

PREVENTING BAT ACCESS INTO 
THE LIVING SPACE
,QWHULRU�DFFHVV�FDQ�EH�SUHYHQWHG�
ZLWKRXW�GLVWXUELQJ�D�UHVLGHQW�

FRORQ\��&ORVH�RII�LQWHULRU�RSHQLQJV�
LQ�ZDOOV��FHLOLQJV�DQG�ŴRRUV��VXFK�
DV�WKRVH�DURXQG�SOXPELQJ�RU�JDV�
SLSHV��HOHFWULFDO�ZLULQJ��RU�KHDWLQJ�
DQG�DLU�FRQGLWLRQLQJ�XQLWV�IRXQG�
LQ�XWLOLW\�FORVHWV��FDELQHWV��EHKLQG�
DSSOLDQFHV��DQG�XQGHU�VLQNV��
(QVXULQJ�DQ�LQWHULRU�ŏEDW�IUHH�]RQHŐ�
ZLOO�SUHYHQW�WKH�VWUHVV��IRU�EDW�DQG�
KXPDQ��RI�WKH�VXGGHQ�DSSHDUDQFH�
RI�D�EDW�LQ�WKH�KRPH�RU�ZRUNSODFH��
DQG�DOORZV�DQ\�IXUWKHU�PDQDJHPHQW�
DFWLRQV�WR�EH�FDUHIXOO\�FRQVLGHUHG�
DQG�SODQQHG�

  $OWKRXJK�LQWHULRU�RSHQLQJV�FDQ�
EH�FORVHG�WR�SUHYHQW�EDW�DFFHVV�WR�
WKH�OLYLQJ�VSDFH��FORVLQJ�H[WHULRU�
SHQHWUDWLRQV�ZLOO�SUHYHQW�URRVWLQJ�
EDWV�IURP�OHDYLQJ�DQG�VKRXOG�QHYHU�
EH�GRQH�ZLWKRXW�D�VROLG�SODQ�WR�
SUHYHQW�HQWUDSPHQW�DQG�UHODWHG�
PRUWDOLW\�

ENTRAPMENT
%DWV�DUH�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�LQMXU\�RU�
PRUWDOLW\�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�VWUXFWXUDO�

prevent& P R O T E C T

A bat that has accidentally entered 
your home wants nothing more than 
to safely leave. Photo: Lee Mackenzie

!

http://www.batcon.org/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-human-health


06.     WHERE DO BATS GET IN?

Bats can enter through eaves or 
attic / gable vents, or under loose 
shingles. Notice exclusion tubes in 
place. Credit: Lee Mackenzie

The above graphic shows areas where bats might enter or roost. Graphic 
courtesy of Bat Conservation Trust, www.bats.org.uk

%DUJH�ERDUG
5RRƓQJ�IHOW
5DIWHUV
5LGJH�WLOHV�RU�ULGJH�FDSV
6RIƓW
$WWLF�DQG�JDEOH�YHQWV��VN\OLJKWV
%HQW�RU�LOO�ƓWWLQJ�ŴDVKLQJ�LQ�PXOWLSOH�DUHDV
'RUPHU�ZLQGRZ��VRIƓW��URRI�MXQFWLRQ
&RSLQJ�VWRQHV
*DEOH�YHQWV
Valley
/RRVH�VKLQJOHV��EURNHQ�WLOHV��PHWDO�URRI�
FORVXUHV
6SDFH�EHWZHHQ�GRZQSLSH�DQG�EXLOGLQJ
0HWDO�HOHPHQWV�RQ�EDOFRQLHV
6DVK�ZLQGRZ
/RRVH�PRUWDU�EHWZHHQ�EULFNV
&RUQHU�ERDUGV�RU�TXRLQV
'DPDJHG�ZRRG�RU�YLQ\O�VLGLQJ��
SHQHWUDWLRQV�FDXVHG�E\�ZHDWKHU��VTXLUUHOV��
ZRRGSHFNHUV��HWF�
(QG�WLOHV
)DVFLD�ERDUG�HDYHV�
&RUQLFH
%HKLQG�JXWWHUV
:LQGRZ�VLOOV��WRUQ�VFUHHQV��EHKLQG�VKXWWHUV
3RUFK
Hanging tiles
%DVHPHQW�DQG�FHOODU�GRRUV��ZLQGRZV
&KLPQH\
3DUDSHW�ZDOOV�DQG�PHWDO�FRSLQJ

FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�EXLOGLQJV�LQ�ZKLFK�
WKH\�URRVW��(QWUDSPHQW�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�
DQ�DFWLYH�H[LW�LV�EORFNHG��SUHYHQWLQJ�
EDWV�IURP�H[LWLQJ�WKHLU�URRVW��7KLV�
FDQ�UHVXOW�IURP�DQ�H[FOXVLRQ�DW�
WKH�ZURQJ�WLPH�RI�\HDU��IURP�QRW�
DOORZLQJ�HQRXJK�WLPH�IRU�EDWV�WR�
H[LW�D�URRVW�EHIRUH�ƓQDO�VHDOLQJ��RU�
DQ�H[LW�FORVHG�LQDGYHUWHQWO\�GXULQJ�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RU�PDLQWHQDQFH��

��%HFDXVH�LW�RFFXUV�LQVLGH�ZDOOV�
DQG�RWKHU�DUHDV�WKDW�DUH�DZD\�IURP�
KXPDQ�YLHZ��ŴDZHG�H[FOXVLRQ�
DWWHPSWV�RU�VWUXFWXUDO�PRGLƓFDWLRQV�
WKDW�XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\�VHDO�EDWV�LQ�
EXLOGLQJV�FDQ�FDXVH�VLJQLƓFDQW�
PRUWDOLW\�

7KRXJK�HYLGHQFH�RI�HQWUDSPHQW�
PD\�LQFOXGH�QXPHURXV�EDWV�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�VSDFH�RI�D�
EXLOGLQJ��PRVW�HQWUDSSHG�EDWV�
GLH�RI�GHK\GUDWLRQ�DQG�VWDUYDWLRQ��
6WURQJ�SXWULG�RGRUV�DQG�GDUN�PRLVW�
VWDLQV�RQ�ZDOOV�RU�FHLOLQJV��FDXVHG�

E\�VHHSDJH�IURP�GHFRPSRVLQJ�
EDWV��DUH�RIWHQ�PLVLGHQWLƓHG�
DV�ZDWHU�OHDNV��PROG��UXVW�RU�D�
GHDG�UDFFRRQ���VTXLUUHO��Because 
PRUWDOLW\�LV�RIWHQ�QRW�UHFRJQL]HG��
it is rarely documented, and nearly 
impossible to accurately quantify.  

WHERE BATS CAN ENTER
3RWHQWLDO�DFFHVV�DUHDV�IRU�EDWV�
LQFOXGH�VWUXFWXUDO�SHQHWUDWLRQV�
DV�VPDOO�DV������Ő���PP��[���Ő�
����PP��RU�KROHV����Ő����PP��[�
���Ő�����PP���ZKLFK�FDQ�LQFOXGH�
H[SDQVLRQ�MRLQWV��KROHV��FUDFNV�
RU�FUHYLFHV�RQ�WKH�H[WHULRU�RI�D�
VWUXFWXUH��As a general rule, if you 
FDQ�JHW�\RXU�SLQN\�ƓQJHU�LQ��D�EDW�
can enter. 
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fly away&
B E  F R E E

07.     LEAVE SAFELY!

IF A BAT GETS INSIDE MY HOME, 
HOW CAN I GET IT OUT?
$�VLQJOH�EDW�Ŵ\LQJ�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�
LV�UDUHO\�FDXVH�IRU�DODUP�DQG�FDQ�
XVXDOO\�EH�GHDOW�ZLWK�HDVLO\��,Q�
PRVW�FDVHV��WKH�ŏORVWŐ�EDW�LV�WU\LQJ�
IUDQWLFDOO\�WR�ORFDWH�DQ�H[LW�DQG�ZLOO�
OHDYH�RQ�LWV�RZQ��WKRXJK�OHDYLQJ�
PD\�EH�PRUH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�IRU�WKH�
EDW�WKDQ�JHWWLQJ�LQ��7KH�DQLPDO�FDQ�
EH�DVVLVWHG�E\�RSHQLQJ�D�ZLQGRZ�
RU�H[WHULRU�GRRU��'RRUV�WR�DGMDFHQW�
URRPV�VKRXOG�EH�FORVHG��DOO�OLJKWV�
VKRXOG�EH�WXUQHG�21�DQG�FHLOLQJ�
IDQV�WXUQHG�2))��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�
UHPDLQ�TXLHW�DQG�SDWLHQW�DV�WKH�

Pallid bats (Antrozous pallidus) use 
open porches, patios, or garages as 
temporary night roosts for feeding or 
social activity. Photo: MerlinTuttle.com

EDW�ƓQGV�LWV�ZD\�RXWVLGH��,I�WKH�EDW�
GRHV�QRW�OHDYH�RQ�LWV�RZQ��and if no 
direct contact with people or pets 
that may have resulted in a bite 
has occurred,�WKH�EDW�FDQ�EH�VDIHO\�
FDSWXUHG�DQG�UHOHDVHG�RXWVLGH�

��3OHDVH�QRWH��$�EDW�WKDW�KDV�
ELWWHQ�VRPHRQH�0867�EH�WHVWHG�
IRU�UDELHV�DQG�VKRXOG�127�EH�
UHOHDVHG��,I�WKHUH�LV�D�FKDQFH�WKDW�D�
SHUVRQ�RU�SHW�ZDV�ELWWHQ��FRQWDLQ�
WKH�EDW�DQG�FDOO�\RXU�ORFDO�$QLPDO�
&RQWURO�$JHQF\��7KHQ�FRQVXOW�ZLWK�
\RXU�GRFWRU�RU�\RXU�VWDWH�RU�ORFDO�
KHDOWK�GHSDUWPHQW��$�ELWH�IURP�

DQ\�ZLOG�RU�XQIDPLOLDU�PDPPDO��
LQFOXGLQJ�GRJV�DQG�FDWV��VKRXOG�
DOZD\V�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\��,I�WKH�
UDELHV�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�RIIHQGLQJ�
DQLPDO�FDQQRW�EH�FRQƓUPHG�DV�
QHJDWLYH��SRVW�H[SRVXUH�UDELHV�
YDFFLQDWLRQV�PD\�EH�QHFHVVDU\�

!



NEVER ATTEMPT TO 
CAPTURE A BAT WITH BARE 
HANDS  
)ROORZ�WKHVH�VWHSV�WR�FDSWXUH�D�EDW�
IRU�UHOHDVH�RU�IRU�WHVWLQJ�

���7KHUH�LV�QR�QHHG�WR�FKDVH�D�EDW��
VLPSO\�ZDLW�TXLHWO\�XQWLO�WKH�EDW�
ODQGV��WKHQ��ZHDULQJ�OHDWKHU�JORYHV��
FRYHU�LW�ZLWK�D�VPDOO�ER[�RU�RWKHU�
FRQWDLQHU��
 
���*HQWO\��VOLS�D�SLHFH�RI�FDUGERDUG�
RU�D�ODUJH�HQYHORSH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
FRQWDLQHU�DQG�WKH�VXUIDFH�ZKHUH�
WKH�EDW�KDV�ODQGHG��%H�FDUHIXO�
WKDW�QR�SDUW�RI�WKH�EDW�LV�FDXJKW�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRQWDLQHU�DQG�WKH�
FDUGERDUG��7KHQ�VORZO\�WXUQ�WKH�
ER[�RYHU��FRQWDLQLQJ�WKH�EDW�LQVLGH��

���3ODFH�WKH�FRYHUHG�FRQWDLQHU�LQ�D�
TXLHW��VDIH�SODFH�DQG�ZDLW�XQWLO�GDUN�
EHIRUH�UHOHDVLQJ�WKH�EDW�RXWGRRUV�
�D�EDW�UHOHDVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�GD\�LV�
YXOQHUDEOH�WR�SUHGDWRUV���

  ,I�WKH�EDW�PXVW�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�
ER[�IRU�VHYHUDO�KRXUV��H�J���LWōV�
GD\WLPH�DQG�\RX�ZDQW�WR�ZDLW�
XQWLO�GDUN�WR�UHOHDVH��SODFH�D�VRIW�
FORWK��QRQ�WHUU\��LQ�WKH�ER[�EHIRUH�
VHFXULQJ�D�FRYHU��0RVW�EDWV�DUH�
YHU\�VPDOO��DQG�FDQ�HVFDSH�IURP�D�
FRQWDLQHU�ZLWK�D�ORRVH�ƓWWLQJ�OLG��VR�
EH�VXUH�\RXU�FRYHU�LV�VHFXUH��EXW�
QRW�DLU�WLJKW��6PDOO�KROHV�FDQ�EH�
PDGH�IRU�YHQWLODWLRQ�

���0RVW�EDWV�QHHG�WR�GURS�LQWR�
ŴLJKW�IURP�DQ�HOHYDWHG�ORFDWLRQ��VR�

'RQȇW�SDQLF��%DWV�
do not attack. A 
EDW�IRXQG�ȵ\LQJ�
LQ�\RXU�KRPH�

is desperate to 
ȴQG�DQ�H[LW�DQG�
LV�PRUH�DIUDLG�RI�
\RX�WKDQ�\RX�DUH�

of the bat.

GRQōW�SODFH�WKH�FRQWDLQHU�RQ�WKH�
JURXQG��3ODFH�LW�RQ�LWV�VLGH�VR�WKH�
EDW�FDQ�HDVLO\�FOLPE�RXW�RQWR�D�WUHH�
OLPE�RU�D�VHFRQG�VWRU\�GHFN��HWF�

���:DWFK�XQWLO�WKH�EDW�ŴLHV�DZD\��

���,I�WKH�EDW�DSSHDUV�XQDEOH�WR�Ŵ\��
FRQWDFW�D�ORFDO�EDW�UHKDELOLWDWRU��<RX�
FDQ�VHDUFK�IRU�RQH�E\�VWDWH�KHUH�RU�
FRQWDFW�\RXU�VWDWH�ZLOGOLIH�DJHQF\�RU�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV�

Use a container and a piece of 
cardboard to contain a lost bat, 
either for release or for testing.
Photo: Fly By Night, Inc.

DISPELLING THE MYTH: ARE BATS FLYING MICE?

%DWV�DUH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�
PDPPDOLDQ�RUGHU�&KLURSWHUD�
�D�*UHHN�ZRUG�PHDQLQJ�ŏKDQG�
ZLQJŐ���$OWKRXJK�WKH\�DUH�RIWHQ�
GHVFULEHG�DV�ŏŴ\LQJ�PLFH�Ő�EDWV
DUH�QRW�FORVHO\�UHODWHG�WR�URGHQWV�

%DWV�DUH�WKH�RQO\�PDPPDOV�
FDSDEOH�RI�WUXH�ŴLJKW��

8QOLNH�URGHQWV��EDWV�DUH�
ORQJ�OLYHG��WKH�UHFRUG�LV����\HDUV���
UHSURGXFH�VORZO\��PRVW�KDYH�RQH�

SXS�SHU�\HDU���DQG�PRVW�VSHFLHV�
KDYH�WLQ\�VKDUS�WHHWK�GHVLJQHG�
IRU�IHHGLQJ�RQ�LQVHFWV��WKH\�
DUH�LQFDSDEOH�RI�GHVWUXFWLYH�
FKHZLQJ�RU�JQDZLQJ��

!

08.     

https://batworld.org/local-rescue


09.     AWARENESS AND PREVENTION

care& B E  A W A R E
EXCLUSION: IS IT NECESSARY?
%DWV�DUH�QRW�GHVWUXFWLYH��7KH\�GR�
QRW�EXLOG�QHVWV��FKHZ�RU�JQDZ�
EXLOGLQJ�PDWHULDOV��DQG�DQ\�
HFWRSDUDVLWHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
EDWV�UDUHO\�ELWH�KXPDQV��3HRSOH�
VRPHWLPHV�OLYH�ZLWKLQ�PHWHUV�
RI�DFWLYH�EDW�FRORQLHV�IRU�\HDUV��
FRPSOHWHO\�XQDZDUH�RI�WKHLU�
SUHVHQFH��There may be little 
reason�WR�H[FOXGH�EDWV�IURP�RXW�RI�
WKH�ZD\�DUHDV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�OLWWOH�
ULVN�RI�FRQŴLFW�

WHEN BAT EXCLUSION SHOULD 
NOT BE PERFORMED
%DW�H[FOXVLRQ�VKRXOG�1(9(5�EH�
SHUIRUPHG�DW�QLJKW��RU�GXULQJ�
DQ\�SHULRG�ZKHQ�EDWV�PD\�QRW�
OHDYH�WKHLU�URRVW�RQ�D�UHJXODU�
QLJKWO\�EDVLV��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�GXULQJ�
PDWHUQLW\�VHDVRQ�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU��
GXULQJ�KLEHUQDWLRQ�RU�WRUSRU��D�
OHVV�OHQJWK\�SHULRG�RI�LQDFWLYLW\��
LQ�ZLQWHU�DQG�GXULQJ�SHULRGV�RI�
LQFOHPHQW�ZHDWKHU��Maternity 
season dates vary by region and 
DUH�VSHFLHV�VSHFLƓF��WKRXJK�
not typical, some tropical and 

)LQGLQJ�D�ZD\�WR�
OLYH�LQ�KDUPRQ\�
ZLWK�QDWXUH�LV�

DOZD\V�RXU�ȴUVW�
SULRULW\��6R��LI�

ZH�QHHG�EDWV�WR�
PRYH��FDUHIXO�

SODQQLQJ�LV�
essential.

subtropical species in southern 
regions may give birth twice a year. 

METHODS TO AVOID
$Q�DEXQGDQFH�RI�RXWGDWHG��
FRQŴLFWLQJ�DQG�PLVOHDGLQJ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�EDW�H[FOXVLRQ�
HQGDQJHUV�EDWV��([FOXVLRQ�PHWKRGV�
KLVWRULFDOO\�FRQVLGHUHG�UHOLDEOH��
OLNH�ŴH[LEOH�QHWWLQJ�DQG�GXFW�WDSH��
IUHTXHQWO\�UHVXOW�LQ�EDWV�EHFRPLQJ�
HQWDQJOHG�RU�WUDSSHG��6RPH�
PHWKRGV�DUH�LOOHJDO�LQ�WKH�8�6��
�IHGHUDO�ODZ�SURKLELWV�WKH�XVH�RI�DQ\�
SRLVRQ��IXPLJDQW�RU�UHSHOOHQW�IRU�
DQ\�SXUSRVH�QRW�VSHFLƓFDOO\�VWDWHG�
RQ�WKH�ODEHO���2WKHU�PHWKRGV�DUH�
LQHIIHFWLYH�DQG�PD\�EH�GDQJHURXV�WR�
ERWK�EDWV�DQG�SHRSOH��PRWKEDOOV���
/HDUQ�PRUH�online�

SHOULD I HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
OR EXCLUDE THE BATS MYSELF?
6DIHO\�DQG�SHUPDQHQWO\�H[FOXGLQJ�
EDWV�IURP�VWUXFWXUHV�UHTXLUHV�
SDWLHQFH�DQG�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�GHWDLO��
DQG�FDQ�LQYROYH�ZRUNLQJ�KLJK�
RQ�ODGGHUV��VFDIIROGLQJ�RU�HYHQ�
D�K\GUDXOLF�OLIW���7KRXJK�GHWDLOHG�
H[FOXVLRQ�LQVWUXFWLRQV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG
online��PDQ\�SUHIHU�WR�FRQWDFW�D�
EDW�PDQDJHPHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO��
%DW�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
QR�ORQJHU�PDLQWDLQV�D�OLVW�RI�
%&,�DSSURYHG�EDW�H[FOXVLRQ�
SURIHVVLRQDOV��EXW�ZH�GR�SURYLGH�
FULWHULD�IRU�VHOHFWLQJ�D�TXDOLƓHG�
SURIHVVLRQDO��

Bird netting should NEVER be used 
as an exclusion device. Photo: Fly By 
Night, Inc.

http://www.batcon.org/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-in-buildings/excluding-a-colony
http://www.batcon.org/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-in-buildings/excluding-a-colony


10.     Q&A: ALL THINGS BATTY

Q&A

QUESTION: :KLFK�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�
EDW�VSHFLHV�DUH�NQRZQ�WR�URRVW�LQ�
EXLOGLQJV"
ANSWER: 7ZR�WKLUGV�RI�WKH�EDW�
VSHFLHV�LQ�1RUWK�$PHULFD�DUH�
GRFXPHQWHG�URRVWLQJ�LQ�EXLOGLQJV��
7R�OHDUQ�ZKLFK�RQHV��YLVLW online� 

QUESTION: :KDW�DERXW�EDWV�WKDW�
URRVW�RQ�P\�SRUFK�DW�QLJKW"
ANSWER: 6RPH�VSHFLHV�VXFK�DV�
SDOOLG�EDWV��Antrozous pallidus��XVH�
RSHQ�SRUFKHV��SDWLRV��RU�JDUDJHV�DV�
WHPSRUDU\�QLJKW�URRVWV�IRU�IHHGLQJ�
RU�VRFLDO�DFWLYLW\��%DWV�DUH�XVXDOO\�
DEVHQW�IURP�WKHVH�VLWHV�GXULQJ�
WKH�GD\��DQG�LQVHFW�SDUWV�RU�JXDQR�
PD\�EH�WKH�RQO\�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�EDWV�
ZHUH�URRVWLQJ�WKH�QLJKW�EHIRUH��
7KHVH�QLJKW�URRVWLQJ�EDWV�FDQ�EH�
GLVFRXUDJHG�LI�\RX�PDNH�WKHLU�
URRVWLQJ�DUHD�ŌOHVV�FRPIRUWDEOHō�E\�
DGGLQJ�FOXWWHU�RU�PDNLQJ�URRVWLQJ�
VXUIDFHV�GLIILFXOW�WR�KDQJ�RQ��6HH�
KRZ�DW�KHUH��

QUESTION: ,I�,�LQVWDOO�D�EDW�KRXVH��
ZLOO�WKH�EDWV�PRYH�LQWR�LW�$1'�OHDYH�
P\�KRXVH"�
ANSWER: %DW�KRXVHV�DUH�H[FHOOHQW�
PDQDJHPHQW�WRROV�WKDW�FDQ�SURYLGH�
GLVSODFHG�EDWV�ZLWK�D�VDIH�DOWHUQDWH�
URRVW�DZD\�IURP�VWUXFWXUHV�ZKHUH�
WKH\�DUH�XQZHOFRPH��$QG�ZKLOH�
LW�LV�WUXH�WKDW��EDWV�LQ�D�EDW�KRXVH�
DUH�QRW�LQ�<285�KRXVH���EDWV�DUH�
IDLWKIXO�WR�WKHLU�KRPHV��DQG�YHU\�
UDUHO\�YROXQWDULO\�OHDYH�DQ�DFWLYH�
URRVW�IRU�D�EDW�KRXVH��7KH�UHVXOW�

Bats, like this evening bat (Nycticeius 
humeralis), are not destructive. 
Photo: J. Scott Altenbach

Bat houses can provide excellent 
homes for displaced bats. More 
importantly, they help keep bats 
away from man-made structures.
Photo: MerlinTuttle.com

MORE INFO
ONLINE AT
batcon.org

RI�WKH�PRVW�ZHOO�SODQQHG�DQG�
VDIHVW�EDW�H[FOXVLRQ�LV�KDELWDW�ORVV�
DQG�GLVSODFHPHQW�IRU�EDWV��)RU�
WKDW�UHDVRQ��ZKHQ�DQ�H[FOXVLRQ�
LV�SODQQHG��%&,�UHFRPPHQGV�
LQVWDOOLQJ�RQH�RU�PRUH�EDW�KRXVHV�
QHDUE\��ZHOO�LQ�DGYDQFH��/HDUQ�PRUH�
at RQOLQH��

QUESTION: +RZ�FDQ�,�JHW�EDWV�WR�
OHDYH�DQG�QRW�FRPH�EDFN"
ANSWER: :KHQ�EDWV�URRVWLQJ�LQ�D�
VWUXFWXUH�DUH�XQZHOFRPH��H[FOXVLRQ�
LV�WKH�RQO\�SHUPDQHQW�VROXWLRQ���
7KH�REMHFWLYH�VKRXOG�EH�WR�JHW�DOO�
EDWV�VDIHO\�RXW�RI�D�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�
WR�NHHS�WKHP�RXW�SHUPDQHQWO\��
$OWKRXJK�SURMHFWV�FDQ�YDU\�LQ�VFDOH�
GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�VWUXFWXUH�W\SH��
VSHFLHV�SUHVHQW�DQG�URRVW�ORFDWLRQ��
WKH�SURFHVV�LV�WKH�VDPH�UHJDUGOHVV�
RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�EDWV�RU�KRZ�ORQJ�
WKH\ōYH�EHHQ�WKHUH��$�FRPSOHWH�
GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�EDW�H[FOXVLRQ�

SURFHVV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�RQOLQH�

QUESTION: :KDW�LI�\RX�:$17�EDWV�
LQ�\RXU�VWUXFWXUH"
ANSWER: 2FFDVLRQDOO\��SHRSOH�
ZDQW�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�
EDWV�LQ�D�EXLOGLQJ��2IWHQ�WKHVH�DUH�
DEDQGRQHG�EXLOGLQJV�XVHG�IRU�
LQWHUSUHWLYH�SXUSRVHV��VWUXFWXUHV�
KRXVLQJ�HQGDQJHUHG�RU�WKUHDWHQHG�
VSHFLHV��RU�EXLOGLQJV�RZQHG�E\�
SHRSOH�ZKR�VLPSO\�UHDOL]H�WKDW�
WKH�EHQHILWV�RI�EDW�UHVLGHQWV�FDQ�
RXWZHLJK�GUDZEDFNV��7R�OHDUQ�
PRUH��VHH�RXU�%DW�+RXVH�5HVHDUFK�
3URMHFW�QHZVOHWWHU�DUFKLYHV�online 
IRU�ZD\V�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�PRUH�
EDWV��ZKLOH�PLQLPL]LQJ�SUREOHPV�
IURP�JXDQR�RU�QRLVH��

http://www.batcon.org/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-in-buildings
http://www.batcon.org/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-in-buildings/faq
http://www.batcon.org/resources/getting-involved/bat-houses
http://www.batcon.org/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-in-buildings/excluding-a-colony
http://www.batcon.org/resources/getting-involved/bat-houses/bat-house-research

